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Any has been aptly described as a "many-splendoured thing".
Not the least of its splendours can be atiributed to the fact
that any is a quantifier. This view is accepted by most scholars
but it raises a guestion which is not always easy to answer: if
any is & gquantifier, what quantity does it express? The problem
here is not that it expresses no quantity, but rather that it
expresses a wide variety of quantities, so wide in fact that it
is difficult to reconcile this polysemy with the idea that any is
a single word insofar as the expression of quantity is concerned.
Since our main concern here will be to show the underlying unity
of any., we shall focus our attention on its quantitative facets.
However, such is the diversity of this "extraordinary word" that
we sha]] not be able, in the time at our disposal, to deal ade-
quately with all these facets, let alone its other splendours,

We can best begin by examining some clear cases where the
quantity expressed is not in doubt. For exanmple, if [ want to
find the city hall, soweone may weil tell me:

1N Ask any man you meet.

Here the speaker obviously intends me to pick out one man at
random from among those I meet and ask directions. Similarly,
when showing someone a card trick, one might say:

- (2) Take any card.
Again 1t seems obvious that the speaker intends the other person
to choose a single card out of the deck. The meaning of any in
these two cases can be characlerized as 'one’

This first sense of any can be contrasted with the sense 1t
suggests in the following sentence:

(3)  Give me any letters you find,

Here the speaker seems to have in mind something like 'all the
tetters, however many this may be'. Similarly, in:

(8) Any ehangeo could be made in proof.

_the sense is something like 'all changes that may be required'.
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Examples {3) and (4) thus indicate that any has the possibility
of expressing an all-inclusive gquantity, a totality.

So far we have seen that any can express quantities as dif-
ferent as ‘all' and ‘one', A third sense c¢an be discerned in the
following sentence:! :

{(5) The closest scrutiny ig owed to the Anglo-
Samon kenninges and the Homeric epithets;
1f any words and phrases are formulaie,
they will be.

Here the suggestion is something like *if there really are

certain words and phrases which are formulaic...'. Quantity-wise,
any here appears to have the sense 'a certain number of', that is,
some quantity intermediate between 'one' and 'ail'. The follow-
ing use of any can be understood in the same way:

(6) That any people retain doubts on these
questions 1s symptomatic of two unfortunate
-eonditions of modern existence,

The writer has in mind something 1ike 'that there should be a
certain number of persons who...'. Again one gets the impression
of & quantity which is neither 'one person' nor ‘all people’ but.
somewhere in between the iwo. '

These examples will suffice to show that any can express not
Just one quantity but a range of quantities. An observation of
this sort is by no means original. Webster's Third, for example,
has the following entry for any: ‘“one, some or all indiscrimi-
nately of whatever quantity". To my knowledge, however, nobody
has yet come to grips with the problem of poiysemy posed by these
data, If any is the same word in each of our examples, and [
believe most speakers of English would hesitate to declare it
otherwise, then underlying these different senses there must be
some principle which ensures the notional unity of the word, sone
meaning potential which can give rise to the expression of quan-
“tities ranging from 'all' -to 'one'.

The principle to be proposed here is drawn from Guillaume's
theory, the Psychemechanics of Language, where 1t is postulated
that language is operative in nature. This postulate suggests
that the underlying meaning of any {or of any other morpheme with
a number of observable senses) is not something static - a par-
ticular quantity, for example - but rather something kinetic:
some mental operation making it possible for the speaker to
obtain a representation of the various senses expressed by the

' This example, like most of the others in this paper, has been

taken from Sahlin 1979,
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morpheme. In other words, if we postulate that the meaning
potential of any is a movement from a point representing 'all', a
maximum quantity, to a point representing 'one', a minimum quan-
tity, then the quantitatively different senses of any in dis-
course can all be seen as resulting from intercepting this move-
ment at the point corresponding to the quantity to be expressed
in the sentence being constructed. The following diagram will
express this contractive movement from maximum quantity (M)},
through any intermediate quantity (I}, to minimum quantity {m):?

-,

“any ~~—

o
A

M 1 m
- {= maximum) (= intermediate) (= minimum)

1f, then, the potential meaning of any is a movement with
this contractive form, going from greater to less, one can obtain
the actual or contextual meaning of 'all' by holding up the move-
ment at its very beginning (M). The movement will produce the
representation of a minimum quantity, ‘one', if intercepted at
its very last instant (m). The representation of an intermediate
quantity can be obtained through an interception somewhere
between the Tirst and last instants, The stunificant polnt for
us here is that this manner of conceiving the potential meaning
of any - as a movement between 1imits - permits us to maintain
the notional unity of the word and yet aceount for its variabil-
ity in usage.?® .

A second poiﬁt of theory can be introduced by examining
several examples where agsy OCCUrs as a pronoun:

(7) If any among the hardy hundveds who ot
i the dowipour are 4n doubl abond, low
it comes out, let them take eomfort.

? The reason for postulating a contractive movement (M - m)
rather than an expansive movement {m - M) is, ultimately, the
hypothesizing character of any. This characteristic can be
demonstrated only through a comparison with some, a discussion
which cannot be undertaken here due to limitations of space.

For thé appilication of this operational model in the analysis
of another problem of English granmar, see Hirtle 1982,
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In {7}, any expresses an intermediate quantity, some indefinite
number of individuals within "the hardy hundreds®. Similarly,
in: .

(8) ... there was no sound or light in the
entive house to indicate that any of the
occeupant s were awake,

Judging by the evidence of were, we are to interprel any as
evoking more than one from the group "the occupants". This inter-
mediate scope of any in (7) and (8) can be contrasted with its
sense in {9):

(9) If any of them has any power to veto the
Seeretary General's decision the nature
of the organization will have changed,

Here, if one can judge by the verb Azs, any expresses 'One, no
matter which' from among the group constituted by "them"., This -
minimal scope sense is sometimes made explicit by lexical means,
as in (10):

{10) Turn off at any one of the marked picnic
areds. ' ‘

Besides providing further i1llustration of the quantitative varia-
tion already noted, these sentences bring out c]ear1y a second
characteristic of any. In (7}, (8), (9) and {10), the phrase
following any evokes a group or set out of which any selects a
sub-set made up of one or wore individuals. That is to say,
pronominal any designates a quantity as part of a whole which is
often expressed by an of-phrase. In other words, any functions
as a partitive. '

It is jmportant to keep this partitive function in mind {1f
only because it helps us to understand the role of any in.other
contexts. For example, in:

(11} At each step of a derivation we look
through all thz transformations to mee ©f -
any are applicable, apply any that we ftmi’
are applicable and obligatory ...

the first any has the intermediate sense of 'some', 'a certain
number' out of "all the transformations™, That is, we have a
“partitive function here as well, even though there is no of-
phrase. Indeed, one could add ¢f them to any here without
substantially changing the sense.

The second any in (11) expresses something like 'all those',

and so would appear to evoke maximum scope, that is, the totality
of those "that we find are applicable and obligatory™.. Can we
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properly speak of a partitive function in a case like this? I
think we can because gny here evokes all the entities in a set,
the totality of parts making up a whole. This is a significant
point because it tells us that pronominal any can function as a
partitive whatever its quantitative sense:

- maximum scope would carrespond to all parts,

- intermediate scope would correspond to a number

of parts;

- minimal scope would correspond to a single part.
We are now in a position to characterize pronominal any with a
little more precision. It is not merely a guantifier, but rather
a partitive quantifier since it evokes a quantity or scope as a
portion, more or less extensive, of a whole. In other words, any
evokes a quantity as one term of a par{-whole relationship.

How about adjectival any? Can it be realistically con-

" sidered a partitive quantifier? In examples (1) and {2} above I
think it can, because the very meaning of the sentence is to
select one out of a larger number, one part out of the whole,
Similarly for examples {3) and (4) where, although there is no
idea of a choice since any has a 'maximum scope’' reading, there
is the idea of including all the individuals in the set, all the
parts of the whole, however many or few they may turn out to be.
Likewise in (5) and (6), the effect of any is clearly to set off
one portion as opposed to another - what has been called a con-
~ trastive use, Thus in

{5) 11 any words and phrases are formlaic,
they are.

a portion of "words and phrases” is considered as possibly formu-
Taic, thereby distinguishing certain words from the rest, which
are,by implication, not formulaic. Such observations permit us
to characterize any, whether in pr0n0m1na1 or adjectival usage,
as a partitive quantifier,

So far we have been looking at examples involving substan-
© tives expressing discrete or ‘count' notions, The two charac-
teristics of any discerned up to this peoint - quantitive varia-
tion and partitive representation - are also found where
substantives expressing continuate or 'mass' notions are con-
cerned, Thus in: -

(12) cConfiseate any aleohol you find.

~ any, with maximum scope, evokes all the alcohol found, whatever
the amount. Similarly in:

(13) Doec this suggeat ..., that the UV is
‘making any progress whatever toward L{::'
goal? .
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the writer seems to have in mind something Tike ‘aven the

" s1ightest progress', i.e., a minimum scope, as opposed to what
someone else might have claimed or even expected under the circum-
stances. Finally, in:

(14) I don't think he got to drink any of it."

any with intermediate scope evokes some drinkable portion of
whatever Tiquid ™it" refers to. Such examples show that any,
whether used as a pronoun or an adjective, can evoke a quantity

as part of a whole, be the whole represented as 'count' or ‘mass'.

Viewing any in this way - as a partitive - helps to clarify
an important theoretical point about the nature of the limits
imposed on the underlying movement of quantification. It can now
be seen that the maximum scope of any is determined in a given
sentence by the size of the whole or set of which it evokes the
totality. That is to say, any can evoke a quantity Jjust as great
as, but never greater than, that of its substantive simply
because part or parts cannot be greater than the whole. At the
other extreme, any must evoke at least a minimal gquantity (one
for 'count' notions, and the smaliest imagineable amount for
'mass' notions} because no quantity at all would not constitute
a part. That is to say, the limits we have recognized in observ-
ing various uses of any are by no means arb1trary, they are a
necessary consequence of the postulate that any is by nature a
partitive.

The clatm that ey cvokes a quantity as part of a whole
helps us to understand its functioning in a number of uses, One
- of the most common uses of any is the expression:

(15) in any event

with the sense of 'whatever happens'. Generally used to sum up a
discussion during which a number of eventualities have been sug-
gested, this expression evokes the prospective realization of one
happening or set of circumstances among all those envisaged, a

- sepse made possible by its partitive nature,which permits any to
evoke one possibility from among a set of possibilities. Expres-
sions like im any ecase and at any rate aise illustrate this use
of any with minimal scope.

The functioning of any in a negative sentence can be shown
by the following:

* Llars Hermerén has pointed out that if any is stressed, it will

have the sense of 'even the slightest bit', suggestive of i

minimum scope. This observation calls attention to -another {

facet of any whose examwnat1on wou!d be too lengthy to under-

take here. i
|
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(16) There isn't any Santa Claus.

This might be said by some disappointed youngster who had ex-
nected to find a Santa Claus in a store. Any permits him to
evoke the possibility of finding him whereas the negation denies
this possibility access to reality. (16) way, however, have
another sense, It might also be said by someone discovering that
Santa Claus s not a reai person, In this case, "Santa {laus" is
thought as a proper noun, as a substantive whose extension is
Timited to one individual. That is to say, the whole or set pre-
sented by the substantive is made up of one indivisible part. '
This single part which constitutes the whole is evoked by wys .

. when 1t is negated, it is the very existence of the individual
and the set that is denied.

The following sentence provides another negétive context:
(17) He doesn't lend his books to anybody.

Read with falling intonation on any, the sentence suggests that
the speaker lends his books to nobody. That is, a single pos-
sible borrower is evoked by any as typical of all possible bor-
rowers. When negated, it has the effect of denying his lending
to any person whoever he may be. On the other hand, if any is
given a fall-rise tone, the sentence expresses another meaning:
'he doesn't lend his books to everybody, just to certain people'.
In this case, anybody has maximum scope. ~ The negation denies
this all-inclusive scope, but not narrower scopes, so the sen-
tence implies that the subject does lend his books to certain
people.

Since it is time to conclude, let me summarize by answering
the question, or rather the quest1ons, asked by the title of
this paper:

Can Any Fzpress any Quantity?

Read without stress on any, the question calls for the answer
"ves" because it amounts to asking if anmy can express quantity,
if any §s a guantifier. On the other hand, if any is stressed,
it evokes the possibility of all the different quantities
“imagineable, quantity here expressing a ‘count’ notion, In this
case, although we have seen that any can express a variety of
quantities, we must answer "no" because any, being a partitive,
cannot express a quantity greater than the whole evoked by the
substantive, or smaller than the minimal part involved in the
whole. However, any can evoke any quantity within these Timits
because 1ts potential meaning is a mental movement which can be
intercepted anywhere between its beginning and its end.
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